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1. PURPOSE 

 Proper cleaning, disinfection and sterilization of patient care equipment are vital in 
preventing the transmission of organisms related to reusable patient care equipment. 
The purpose of this policy is:  

1.1 To provide clean and disinfected supplies for patient care. 

 1.2 To reduce rates of health-care–associated infections through appropriate use of 
both disinfection and sterilization. 

 1.3 To define the responsibility for cleaning and disinfecting patient care equipment 

2. DEFINITION  

2.1 Critical items: Critical medical devices or patient care equipment that penetrate into 
human tissue or vascular system or through which blood flows. Examples of critical 
items are surgical instruments, cardiac catheters, implants, and the blood compartment 
of a hemodialyzer… etc. Critical items should be sterilized before each use.  

2.2 Semi critical items: devices that come in contact with mucous membranes or skin 
that is not intact. Respiratory therapy and anesthesia equipment, endoscopes are 
included in this category. Semi critical items minimally require high-level disinfection 
using wet pasteurization or chemical disinfectants.  
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2.3 Non-critical items: Items which either not ordinarily touch the patient or that comes 
in contact with intact skin, but not mucous membranes. Examples are crutches, 
headboards, blood pressure cuffs…etc. Non- critical items may only need 
decontamination or low-level disinfection. 

 2.4 Disinfection/decontamination: is a process that eliminates all pathogenic 
microorganisms on inanimate objects with the exception of bacterial spores. 

 2.5 Cleaning is the removal of visible soil (e.g., organic and inorganic material) from 
objects and surfaces and normally is accomplished manually or mechanically using 
water with detergents or enzymatic products.  

2.6 Decontamination removes pathogenic microorganisms from objects so they are safe 
to handle, use, or discard.  

2.7 Sterilization describes a process that destroys or eliminates all forms of microbial 
life (including bacterial spores) and is carried out in health-care facilities by physical or 
chemical methods.  

2.8 PPE: Personal Protective Equipment. 

 

3. RESPONSIBILITY  

Health Care Providers 

4. POLICY  
4.1 All items shall be cleaned prior to disinfection or sterilization.  
4.2 Non-critical items shall be disinfected as per this policy.  
4.3 Critical and semi critical items shall be disinfected in the CSSD in order to easily 

control quality and prevent exposure to blood and body fluids.  
4.4 All equipment used in patient care shall be kept clean and in proper working 

condition.  
4.5 All medical equipment used for patient care shall be cleaned and disinfected 

before use on another patient.  
4.6 Only approved disinfectant shall be used to disinfect medical equipment.  
4.7 Pulmonary Care Services shall decontaminate all respiratory care re-usable 

devices in out-patient clinics on a daily basis. 
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5. PROCEDURE  

5.1 Proper PPE will be worn when cleaning the equipment when needed. 

5.2 Nursing will follow the Decontamination procedure for medical equipment 
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6. EQUIPMENT  

Autoclave  

7. REFERENCES  

       7.1 Guideline for Disinfection and Sterilization in Healthcare Facilities, 2008.  

       7.2 GCC Infection prevention and control manual 3rd edition, 2018 

8. APPROVALS: 
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